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The m on th ly  new s le tte r o f  the Birm ingham Science F iction  Group 
(H onorary Presidents: Brian W  A ldiss, H arry Harrison & Bob Shaw)

G r o u p  C h a i r m a n  -  C a r o l  M o r t o n , S e c r e t a r y  -  A n n e  W o o d f o r d , N e w s l e t t e r  E d i t o r  - m a r t i n  T u d o r , 
T r e a s u r e r  -  S t e v e  J o n e s , P u b l i c i t y  O f f ic e r  -  S a r a h  F r e a k l e y , O r d i n a r y  M e m b e r  - A l a n  W o o d f o r d , 

N o v a c o n  2 5  C h a i r m a n  -  T o n y  M o r t o n , N o v a c o n  2 6  C h a i r m a n  -  C a r o l  M o r t o n .

This month's speaker is:DAVID GEMMELL
who will be addressing the Group 

on Friday 17th February 1995, 7.45 for 8.00pm
Admittance: M embers £2.50 Visitors £3.75  (half-price for 14-18 year olds on production of proof of age).

David A Gemmell was born in London on 1 August 1948. A fter attending Faraday 
Com prehensive School he went on to work for Pepsi Cola in London in 1965; as a reporter and 

editor for W estminster Press, 1966-72; editor o f the Hastings Observer, 1976; editor o f the 
Folkestone Herald, 1984 and since 1986 has been a full-time writer. His first fantasy series, 

'the Drenai Saga ', consists o f LEGEND (1984), THE KING BEYOND THE GATE (1985), 
WAYLANDER (1986), QUEST FOR LOST HEROES (1990) and THE FIRST CHRONICLES OF 
DRUSS THE LEGEND (1994). His second series, the 'Sipstrassi' novels, are more science 

fantasy than heroic fantasy and include WOLF IN SHADOW  (1987), GHOST KING (1988), LAST 
SWORD OF POWER (1988) and THE LAST GUARDIAN (1989). G em m ell's third series o f books, 

the 'Macedon' sequence, set in the ancient Greece o f an alternate-universe includes LION OF 
MACEDON (1991) and DARK PRINCE (1991). Other works feature parallel worlds (KNIGHTS 
OF DARK RENOWN, 1989) and necromancy and Vampyre Kings (MORNINGSTAR). M ore rec­
ently BLOODSTONE (published in paperback by Legend this month price £4.99) continues the 

story o f Jon Shannow in the Sipstrassi series, while IRON HAND'S DAUGHTER (also published by 
Legend this month, hardback £15.99) is the first in a new series. Gemmell has also collabor­

ated with Stan Nicholls and Fangorn on two graphic novels - LEGEND and WOLF IN SHADOW.

[Thank you to 20th CENTURY SF WRITERS (St James Press) and THE ENCYCLOPEDIA OF SF (ORBIT) fo r  the above./

The BSFG meets at 7.45pm  on the 3rd Friday of every month (unless otherw ise notified) 
in the upstairs Function Room of the Australian Bar, corner o f Hurst Street 

and Bromsgrove Street in Birmingham city  centre. The annual subscrip tion rates 
(which include tw elve copies of this new sle tte r and reduced price entry to meetings) 
are £ 1 0 .00  per person, or £13.50 for 2 members at the same address. Cheques etc. 
should be made payable to "the Birmingham Science Fiction G roup" and sent to  the 

Treasurer, Steve Jones, at 307 G illott Road, Edgbaston, Birmingham, B16 ORT. Book 
reviews, rev iew  copies and other contribu tions and enquiries regarding the Brum Group 
News to: M artin Tudor, Newsletter Editor, 845 Alum Rock Road, Birm ingham, B8 2AG.



EVOLUTION
T H E  N E X T  S T E P
Evolution is the 1996 British National Science Fiction 

Convention to be held 5-8th April 1996. It's no longer in 

the Brighton Metropole and we're pleased to announce our 

new site -  the Radisson Edwardian at Heathrow.

THE VENUE

OUR GUESTS

The Radisson is a 459-room 5 star hotel at 

Heathrow with excellent facilities, including an 

indoor swimming pool. Coaches run directly 

to Heathrow from ail over the country, and 

it's 40 minutes from central London by tube. 

Room rates from £28 per person per night

VERNOR VINGE

Author of Across Realtime, True Names and 

A Fire Upon The Deep, his mix of space opera 

and hard SF explores the future evolution of 

man and machine in the fast approaching 

Singularity...This will be his first appearance 

at a UK convention. ■

JACK COHEN

Jack Cohen, scientist and fan, evolves alien 

ecologies for countless writers; his new book 

explores simplexity and complicity, concepts 

that could shape the future of science. ■

BRYAN TALBOT

Artist and author of the alternative history 

graphic novel Luther A rkw right, he is famous 

for his Victorian gothic art on Nemesis for 

2000AD. Recently he worked on Sandman 

and has just completed a graphic novel -  One 

Bad R a t- on sale October 26th. ■

COLIN GREENLAND

Author of Take Back Plenty and Harm's Way, 

amongst other projects, he is working on a 

graphic novel with Dave McKean set in a 

Venice at the end of the world... ■

HOW TO JOIN for more information, please send your name, 

address and details with your cheque (made 

payable to Evolution) to:

Evolution, 13 L lndfie ld  Gardens, 

Hampstead, London NW3 6PX, UK

Membership is £20 attending, £12 supporting 

or child rate (between 5 and 14 on 5th April 

1996 -  children under 5 are free) -  these rates 

are v a lid  u n til 18th A p r il 1 995. P re ­

supporting members get a £1 discount and 

supporting members can convert to attending for 

the difference in memberships at any time.

Mascots and beasts of all kinds -  £5. To join, or

Y o u r  detai ls  will be held on computer

Information via e-mail: bmh@ee.ic.ac.uk

mailto:bmh@ee.ic.ac.uk


C O L O P H O N

The c o n te n ts  o f t h i s  i s s u e  o re  c o p y rig h t 1995 
th e  BSFG, on b e h a lf  o f th e  c o n tr ib u to rs ,  

to  whom a l l  r i g h t s  r e v e r t  on p u b lic a tio n .
P e rso n a l o p in io n s  e x p re sse d  in  th i s  

p u b lic a t io n  do no t n e c e s s a r i ly  r e f l e c t  
th o s e  o f th e  com m ittee  o r  th e  m em bership 
o f  th e  Birmingham S c ience  F ic tio n  Group.

A ll t e x t  by M artin  T udor excep t w here 
s t a t e d  o th e rw ise . T h is p u b lic a tio n  

was p r in te d  on th e  CRITICAL WAVE 
p h o to co p ie r. F or d e t a i l s  o f WAVE'S 

c o m p e titiv e  p r ic e s  c o n ta c t:
M artin  T udor, 845 Alum Rock Road,

Ward End, Birmingham, B8 2AG.
Many th an k s t h i s  i s s u e  to  BERNIE EVANS 

fo r  ty p in g  some o f  th e  book re v ie w s  
and fo r  p ro d u c in g  th e  a d d re s s  la b e ls ,  

STEVE GREEN, CRITICAL WAVE and 
WHAT'S ON fo r  th e  news in th e  

Jophan R eport and E v en ts  l i s t i n g  and 
TONY BERRY fo r  th e  u se  o f  h is  s p a re  room.

FORTHCOMI NG 
EVENTS

17 FEBRUARY 1995: DAVID GEMMELL w i l l  be 
s ig n in g  c o p ies  o f th e  f i r s t  no vel in  h is  new 
s e r ie s ,  IRONHAND'S DAUGHTER, and th e  l a t e s t  
Jon Shannow book BLOODSTONE, from noon u n t i l  
lpm a t  Andromeda book shop, 84 S u ffo lk  
S t r e e t ,  Birmingham. For d e ta i l s  o f  t h i s  and 
o th e r  s ig n in g  s e s s io n s  c a l l  (0121) 643 1999.
17 FEBRUARY 1995: DAVID GEMMELL w i l l  be 
a d d re s s in g  th e  BSFG, 7.45 fo r  8pm in  th e  
u p s ta i r s  room o f  th e  A u s tra l ia n  Bar, c o m e r  of 
H u rst S t r e e t  and Brom sgrove S t r e e t ,  Birm ing­
ham c i t y  c e n tre .
18 FEBRUARY 1995: SIMON R GREEN w il l  be 
s ig n in g  co p ies  o f h is  new s f  novel 
DEATHSTALKEE from lpm-2pm a t  Andromeda book 
shop, 84 S u ffo lk  S t r e e t ,  Birmingham. For 
d e t a i l s  o f t h i s  and o th e r  s ig n in g  s e s s io n s  
c a l l  (0121) 643 1999.

2 0 -2 5  FEBRUARY 1995: RETURN TO THE
FORBIDDEN PLANET a t  th e  Royal Shakespeare  
T h e a tre , S tratfo rd -U p o n -A v o n . C a ll 01789 295 
623 fo r  d e ta i l s .
25 FEBRUARY 1995: COMIC AND SCI-FI MART a t 
C oventry U n iv e rs ity  S tu d e n ts  Union, from 11am, 
adm ission  50p. C a ll 0908 679845 fo r  d e ta i l s .
28 FEBRUARY 1995: THE SCIENCE OF GLASS a 
l e c tu r e  by H W Woodward, lpm a t  th e  BMI, 
M argaret S t r e e t ,  Birmingham. Adm ission f re e , 
p a r t  o f  th e  H andford S c ie n ce  L e c tu re s  1994-5 . 
C a ll (0121) 236 3591.
2 -5  MARCH 1995: TREK DWARF 3 convention  a t  
th e  H oliday Inn, L e ic e s te r .  R e g is tra tio n  
£35.00, c o n ta c t  47 Marsham, O rton  Goldhay, 
P e te rboroug h , PE2 ORB.
27 MARCH -  1 APRIL 1995: RETURN TO THE 
FORBIDDEN PLANET a t  th e  Grand T h ea tre , 
Wolverhampton. C all 01902 29212 fo r  d e ta i l s .
UNTIL 2 APRIL 1995: THE HOLY GRAIL TAPESTRIES 
d e sig n ed  by Edward B u rn e -Jo n e s  and woven by 
M orris A Co. a r e  on d is p la y  a t  th e  Museum and 
Art G a lle ry , C ham berlain Square , Birmingham 
C ity  C entre, c a l l  0121 235 2834 fo r  d e ta i l s .
10-11 APRIL 1995: BLADERUNNER -  THE 
DIRECTORS CUT show ing a t  th e  C a s tle , 
W ellingborough from 7.30pm, t i c k e t s  £2.00. 
C ontac t: The C a s tle , C a s tle  Way, W elling­
borough, N o rth a n ts , NN8 1XA o r  phone th e  Box 
O ffic e  on 01933 270007.
14-17 APRIL 1995: CONFABULATION 46 th  UK 
N a tio n a l s f  con a t  th e  B r ita n n ia  In te r n a t io n a l  
H otel, London. GoHs L ois M cM asters Bujold, Bob 
Shaw and Roger Robinson. A tten d in g  £25.00 
u n t i l  31 March 1995, s u p p o r tin g  £10.00 u n t i l  
31 March 1995. C ontact: C o n fa b u la tio n , 3 York 
S t r e e t ,  A ltrincham , C h esh ire , WA15 9QH.
17 APRIL 1995: ALIEN, ALIENS and ALIEN 3
show ing a t  th e  C a s tle , W ellingborough from 
2pm, t i c k e t s  £2.00 p e r film  o r  £5 .00 fo r  a l l  
th re e . C o n tac t: The C a s tle , C a s tle  Way, 
W ellingborough, N o rth a n ts , NN8 1XA or phone 
th e  Box O ff ic e  on 01933 270007.
23 MAY 1995: THE NEMESIS THEORY what k ille d  
th e  d in o sa u rs?  The im p lic a tio n s  and
consequences fo r  the  human ra c e  o f l iv in g  in 
an u n c o n tro lla b le  cosmos -  a l e c tu r e  by. Derek 
Behrens, lpm a t  th e  Birmingham and Midland 
I n s t i t u t e ,  M argaret S t r e e t ,  Birmingham. 
Adm ission f r e e ,  p a rt o f th e  H andford Science 
L e c tu re s  1994-5 . C a ll (0121) 236 3591.



J O P H A N  R E P O R T  # 8 3

Best w ishes to  Vernon Brown, one o f  the 
founder members o f  th e  BSFG and c r e a to r s  o f 
Novacon, who is  now a t  home re c o v e rin g  from 
o p e n -h e a rt  su rg e ry . We won't be se e in g  much 
o f Vernon fo r a tim e a s  he has been ad v ised  
to  take  i t  easy  a t  home for s ix  weeks o r so. 
He h as a ls o  been to ld  to  g e t  p le n ty  of 
e x e rc ise ;  a p p a re n tly  by the  end o f th e  s ix  
week p e rio d  he i s  supposed to  be w alking 
th re e  m iles  a day> Vernon adds he c a n 't  
remember the  l a s t  tim e he walked th a t  fa r!

Simon F r i th 's  fa n ta sy  s h o r t  DEEP IN THE 
WOODS re c e iv e d  th e  S o c ie ty  o f F a n ta s t ic  F ilm s' 
D elta  Award a s  b e s t  e n try  in i t s  1994 am ateu r 
movie c om petition , judged by h o r ro r  d i r e c to r  
Norman J  W arren and d e a le r  S tev e  E lliso n . 
Along w ith  N igel B a rto n 's  GET REAL!, i t  is  was 
sc ree n ed  a g a in  a s  p a r t  o f Novacon 2 4 's  own 
film  programming.

Verna Sm ith T r e s t a i l ,  d a u g h te r  o f space  
o p era  v e te ra n  Edward E "Doc" Sm ith and a fan 
in h e r own r ig h t  s in c e  the  1930s, d ied  in 
March, aged  73. She was f ie r c e ly  p ro te c t iv e  
of h e r f a th e r 's  legacy  and b r i e f ly  i n s t i tu te d  
a la w su it  a g a in s t  M alibu G ra p h ics ' LENSMAN 
comicbook and th e  Jap an ese  company whose 
anime had in sp ire d  i t .

J e s s ic a  Tandy, who ap p eared  a lo n g s id e  
second husband Hume Cronyn in b o th  1985 's 
COCOON and i t s  1988 seq u e l, COCOON II: THE 
RETURN, d ied  on 11 Septem ber a t  th e  age  o f 
85. Born in London, she was o r ig in a l ly  
m arried  to  Jack  Hawkins, bu t wed Cronyn in 
1942, beg inn ing  a h a lf - c e n tu ry  p a r tn e r s h ip  on 
s ta g e  and sc ree n .

As w ell a s  ap p e ara n c es  in  THE BIRDS 
(1963) and DRIVING MISS DAISY (1989), w inning 
an Academy Award fo r  th e  l a t t e r ,  she  had an 
im p ressiv e  t h e a t r i c a l  c a re e r  which included  
the  ro le  o f  Blanche in  th e  o r ig in a l  p ro d u c tio n  
o f T enn essee  W illiam s' "A S t r e e tc a r  Named 
D esire", o p p o s ite  th e  young Marlon Brando.

Dave Hodson's te n u re  a s  e d i to r  o f the 
B r i t is h  Science  F ic t io n  A sso c ia tio n 's  new szine 
MATRIX, having begun in a u sp ic io u s ly  w ith  the  
no n-appearance  o f h is  f i r s t  i s s u e  in  the  
BSFA's Ju n e /Ju ly  m ailing , prom ptly ceased  w ith  
th e  no n -ap p earan ce  in the A ug ust/S ep tem ber 
m ailing  o f h is  "second" issu e . The com m ittee 
subsequently re q u e s te d  h is  r e s ignation .

The new e d i to r  i s  C hris T erra n , who can

be reached  a t 9 Beechwood C ourt, Back 
Beechwood Grove, B urley , Leeds, West Y orksh ire  
(0532-782388).

Eger ton P re ss , th e  im prin t s e t  up by 
Nick Royle to  produce h is  aw ard -w inning 
DARKLANDS a n th o lo g ie s , r e le a s e d  Jo e l Lane's 
s h o r t  s to r y  c o l le c t io n  THE EARTH WIRE on 29 
Septem ber. Copies c o s t  £6.99 from 5 Windsor 
Court C ourt, 24 Avenue Road, London, N15 5JQ 
(08 1-8 09-0 766 ).

Aids to  w r i te r s  c o n tin u e  to  abound. THE 
WORD, s u b t i t l e d  "m agazine o f  m agazines", 
p rom ises an e x te n s iv e  sm a ll p re s s  l i s t i n g ,  
rev iew s and g u id e lin e s ;  sam ple c o p ies  c o st 
£1.95 from 5 M artin s  Lane, Witcham, Ely, 
C am bridgesh ire, CB6 2LB. E lsew here , th e  F la ir  
Network o f f e r s  d is c o u n ts  on i t s  own handbooks 
and r e s id e n t ia l  w r i t in g  w eekends, a " fre e "  
m onthly n e w s le t te r  and, oddly , an in tro d u c to ry  
g i f t  o f th e  BT Yellow Pages o f your cho ice  
(c u r re n t ly  a v a i la b le  to  no n-F L air members a t  
£5 .00 a p ie ce ); m em bership c o s ts  £7 .50pa from 
F la i r  For Words, 5 D e la v a ll Walk, E astbou rne , 
BN23 6ER.

C o n g ra tu la tio n s  to  F in n ish  e d i to r  T oni 
Jerrm an  and th e  T6HTIVAELTAJA crew  -  th e  
m agazine, whose t i t l e  t r a n s l a t e s  a s  "S ta r 
Rover", h a s  ju s t  re ac h e d  i t s  f i f t i e t h  i s s u e  
and marked th e  o c ca s io n  by r a i s in g  th e  p a g e  
count to  128.

Frank A J  L Jam es and J  V F ie ld  d is c u s s ­
ed "F ran k e n s te in  and th e  S park  o f  Being" in 
th e  Septem ber e d i t io n  o f  HISTORY TODAY, 
a n a ly s in g  th e  f a c tu a l  s c i e n t i f i c  background 
which in s p ire d  th e  o r ig in a l  novel. Yet 
a n o th e r s c re e n  in c a rn a tio n  is  r e le a s e d  in th e  
UK th is  month, w ith  d i r e c to r  K enneth Branagh 
in the  t i t l e  ro le  and Robert DeNiro a s  h is  
c re a tio n .

VOICES FROM SHADOW c e le b r a te s  th e  2 0 th  
a n n iv e rsa ry  o f David S u t to n 's  landm ark sm all 
p re s s  t i t l e ,  w ith  c o n tr ib u t io n s  from Ramsey 
Campbell, Mike A shley, David A R iley , Eddy C 
B ert in, B rian J  F ro s t ,  S teph en  Jones and 
M artin R ic k e tts , a s  w e ll a s  a rtw o rk  by Alan 
H unter, Dave C arson and Jim P i t t s .  Copies c o st 
£4.25 from S u tto n  a t  194 S ta t io n  Road, Kings 
Heath, Birmingham, B14 7TE.

B ib lio p h ile  Books, the  London- based m ail 
o rd er s e rv ic e ,  has launched  a s f / f a n ta s y  s e c ­
t io n  in i t s  re g u la r  c a ta lo g u e s ,  w ith  s e v e ra l  
no vels a t  reduced  p r ic e s .  For a copy o f th e  
l a t e s t  s to c k l i s t ,  w r i te  to  21 Jacob  S tr e e t ,



London, SSI 2BG (p le a se  m ention BRUM GROUP 
NEWS i f  you do).

THE ZONE is  a new m agazine from STRANGE 
ADVENTURES' Tony Lee; i s s u e  one f e a tu re s  
p o e try  by Bruce Boston (in tro d u ce d  by John 
F ra n c is  H aines), a C J C herryh  in te rv iew , f i c ­
t io n  by John L igh t and a s s o r te d  rev iew s. 
Copies c o s t £2.00 from Lee a t  13 Haze ley  
Combe, A rre to n , I s le  o f  W ight, P030 3AJ.

THE WOMEN'S PRESS BOOK OF NEW MYTH AND 
MAGIC, e d ite d  by Helen W indrath, c o s ts  £7.99 
and in c lu d e s  work by Jan e  Yolen, Sara  
M aitland , Fiona Cooper, K a th e rin e  V F o r re s t  
and Mary Wings.

Simon Pummell, d i r e c t o r  o f  the  s f  sh o r t  
ROSE RED, h as jo in ed  w ith  i t s  p ro d u cer, Jan in e  
Marmot, to  form Hot P ro p erty , a company 
dev o ted  to  d e v e lo p in g  s c r i p t s  by Pummell and 
th e  f i lm 's  c o -w r i te r ,  a u th o r  Simon Ings. 
Shown a t  Wincon I I I  in  Ju ly , ROSE RED re ce iv ed  
i t s  London p rem ie re  a t  th e  I n s t i t u t e  o f 
Contem porary A rts  on 17 November, one month 
a f t e r  work began on t h e i r  second c o lla b o r­
a tio n , an an im ated  film  e n t i t l e d  BUTCHER'S 
HOOK.

A uthor C e ce lia  H olland has re p o r te d ly  
i n s t i t u t e d  le g a l  a c t io n  a g a in s t  W illiam  James 
o v er p e rc e iv ed  s i m i l a r i t i e s  betw een  s e v e r a l  o f  
h e r  n o v e ls , p r in c ip a l ly  UNTIL THE SUN FALLS, 
and h i s  c u r re n t  t r i l o g y ,  th e  t h i r d  volume o f  
w hich i s  e n t i t l e d  BEFORE THE SUN FALLS. 
O rb it, Jam es' B r i t i s h  p u b lis h e r ,  h a s  meanwhile 
d e c lin e d  to  remove h is  books from d i s t r ib u t io n  
u n t i l  H o lland 's  c la im s a r e  in v e s tig a te d .

Simon Maginn i s  c u r r e n t ly  w orking on h is  
t h i r d  novel, "s e t  in th e  underw orld  o f b ik e rs  
and c u l t  r e l ig io n s " ;  h i s  f i r s t ,  SHEEP, was 
s e le c te d  fo r  th e  W H Sm ith "F resh  T alen t"  
cam paign, w h ils t  VIRGINS AND MARTYRS, due ou t 
from C orgi on 2 F e b ru a ry , i s  s e t  in  h is  
c u r re n t  home in Hove.

A ll change a g a in  a t  M illennium : Sarah 
Yorke h a s  re p la c e d  Sue G lik e s  a s  th e  im p rin t's  
p re s s  o f f ic e r .

Avedon C arol, whose NUDES, PRUDES AND 
ATTITUDES was p u b lish e d  on 30 Septem ber 
a p peared  on th e  14 O ctob er e d i t io n  o f  Channel 
F o u r 's  EUROTRASH, d is c u s s in g  th e  c a re e r  of 
e x - p a t r i a t e  porn s t a r  S a rah  Young.

D aysta r Books, th e  m ail o rd e r  s e rv ic e  
which a t t r a c t e d  w id esp read  c o m p la in ts  among 
h o rro r  fans, is  back in  b u s in e s s  and pay ings

i t s  d e b ts , r e p o r t s  INVASION OF THE SAD 

MAN-EATING MUSHROOMS c o -e d  i t  or John Overall. 

Mark Jam es h a s  a p p a re n tly  taken over from 

owner A lbert Jam es, whose i l l n e s s  caused  th e  
problem s, and is  r e q u e s tin g  c r e d i to r s  to  
c o n ta c t  him a t  17 By fo rd  C lose, S t r a t fo rd ,  
London, E15 4HP.

The F lash  G ir ls , aka fa n ta sy  a u th o r  Emma 
B u ll and N eil G aim an's a s s i s t a n t  L orra in e  
G arland, w ere in te rv iew e d  fo r th e  O ctober 
i s s u e  o f  FOLK ROOTS, fo llo w in g  th e  r e le a s e  of 
t h e i r  CD "The R etu rn  o f  Pansy Sm ith and 
V io le t Jones", which f e a tu r e s  ly r ic s  by 
Gaiman.

A uthor K eith  R o b erts  is  now re s id e n t  a t  
S a lisb u ry  D i s t r i c t  H o s p ita l 's  F a rle y  Ward 
fo llo w in g  th e  am p u ta tio n  o f  bo th  le g s  due to  
MS; l e t t e r s  from f r ie n d s  and fa n s  a re  
welcomed.

A C a lifo rn ia n  c o u rt has re je c te d  a s u i t  
b ro u g h t by C a rl Sagan a g a in s t  th e  com puter 
company Apple a f t e r  c la im s  th a t  i t  had dubbed 
him a  "B utt-H ead  A stronom er".

O ctober saw  th e  f i r s t  in ta k e  o f  s tu d e n ts  
fo r  L iverpo o l U n iv e rs ity 's  new K.A. in  Science  
F ic t io n  S tu d ie s , b e lie v e d  to  be th e  f i r s t  
p o s tg ra d u a te  c o u rse  in  s f  to  be o f f e re d  on a 
B r i t is h  campus. F u r th e r  in fo rm a tio n  can be 
o b ta in e d  from Dr David Seed a t  th e  D epartm ent 
o f  E ng lish , U n iv e rs ity  o f  L iverpo o l, P0 Box 
147, L iverpo ol, L69 3BX.

M idlands t e l e f a n ta s y  fan s  a re  in v i te d  to  
a t te n d  m ee tin g s o f th e  Video S earch  Club, 
f i r s t  S a tu rd ay  o f  th e  month a t th e  B row nhills 
West M eth odist Church, Severn  Road, Brown­
h i l l s .  The g ro up  a ls o  pro duces a bim onthly 
n e w s le tte r ;  c o n ta c t  N igel W ebster on 
0543-3 721 42  fo r  f u r th e r  d e ta i l s .

NO ESCAPE, the  s f  t h r i l l e r  s t a r r i n g  Ray 
L io t ta  and s e t  in  a n e a r - f u tu r e  p e n a l colony, 
was trimmed by one second  fo r i t s  UK video 
r e le a s e  on 9 November. No doubt some 
t r iv i a - o b s e s s e d  fan is  a lre a d y  t ry in g  to  tra c k  
down th e  m iss in g  fram es.

A group  o f  80 Ja p an ese  a n im a to rs  has 
p ro te s te d  to  D isney o v er i t s  box o f f ic e  h i t  
THE LION KING, c la im in g  the " o r ig in a l"  
s to r y l in e  borrow s s ig n i f ic a n t ly  from Osamu 
T ezuka 's  1966 anime s e r i e s  JUNGLE EMPEROR 
(aka KIMBA THE WHITE LION).

Both s c r i p t s  focus upon a young lion  
(Simba in th e  Disney r e le a s e ,  Kimba in  the  
anime ) who se e k s  rev e n g e  fo r h is  f a th e r 's



If I ha ve any r e s e r v a t io n  a t  a l l, i t  is  
tha t the c h a r a c te r i s t i c  tone of doomed, 

m ascu lin e , r o m a n t ic  pessim ism  can g e t a b it  
w earisom e. T here i s  d e l ic io u s  h o r r id  humour 
in  "The Black Clay Boy", and "The E x erc ise  of 

F a ith " , and r e a l  te n d e rn e s s  in  "L ife  of 

Buddha", bu t th e  g e n e ra l  v is io n  i s  b lea k . Rich 
c o u n t r ie s  e x p lo it  poor ones, r e v o lu t io n s  o re  
c o rru p t from th e  word go, even th e  most 
lo v in g  o f  human r e la t io n s h ip s  is  governed  by 
l i e s  and m an ip u la tio n . S e v e ra l  tim es I was 
rem inded o f  Edgar A llan  Poe 's s ta te m e n t  th a t  
he knew o f no s u b je c t  more p o e t ic a l  th an  the  
d e a th  o f a b e a u t i f u l  woman. Like Conrad and 
G reene, Shepherd can som etim es be acc u sed  o f 
p re s e n tin g  th e  e v i l s  o f c o lo n ia lism  as 
in e v i ta b le  and u n d e fe a ta b le . I t  seem s no 
a c c id e n t th a t  th e  f in a l  s to r y  i s  ca lle d  
"S urren d er" .

A p i ty  such  cyn icism  s o u r s  on o th e rw ise  
o u ts ta n d in g  volume.

I  SHUDDER. A T YOUR TOUCH ed ited  by M ichele Slung  
RoC, 379pp, £4.99, p/b

Reviewed by Phil Noyes.

T h is  c o l le c t io n  o f  22 s to r i e s ,  bo th  
r e p r in t  and o r ig in a ls ,  ta k e s  th e  c ro s so v e r  
them es o f  sex  and h o rro r ,  f e a tu r in g  b ig  names 
l ik e  S teph en  King, Ruth R endell, Jo n a th an  
C a r ro l l  a s  w ell a s  o ld e r  w r i te r s .  The d a rk e r  
s id e  o f  love and s e x u a l i ty  g iv e s  th e  
c o l le c t io n  a s u rp r is in g ly  b road  f e e l  fo r  a 
them ed an th o lo g y , and a s  w e ll a s  th e  c h i l l e r s ,  
t h e re  i s  room fo r  some humourous and l ig h t  
s to r i e s .

The S teph en  King s to r y  "The R e v e la tio n s  
o f  'Becka Paulson" i s  a g lim pse  in to  a l i f e  in  
C a s tle  Rock (p e rh a p s a d is c a rd e d  scen e  from  a 
n o vel) w ith  'Becka a c c id e n ta l ly  sh o o tin g  
h e r s e l f  th ro u g h  h e r  head and then  tu rn in g  up 
a t  b re a k fa s t  w ith  a s l i g h t  headache and on 
e la s t o p la s t  c o v e rin g  h e r e n try  wound. J e s u s  
s t a r t s  to  t e l l  h e r th e  g u i l ty  s e c r e t s  o f  her 
husband and n e ig h b o u rs  w ith  in e v ita b le  
r e s u l t s .  "Sea L overs" by V a le r ie  M artin  g iv e s  
an  u n s e t t l in g  g lim p se  o f a t r u e  mermaid (the  
h a b i ts  and l i f e s t y l e s  o f b ig  f i s h e s  s i t  very 
un com fo rtab ly  w ith  th e  on ly  s e x u a l  a c t 
m erm aids a re  a n a to m ic a lly  com patib le  w ith). 
As w e ll a s  th e se  C h ris to p h e r  Fow ler o f f e r s  us
a  p a ra n o ic  view on th e  d an g e rs  o f  h i r in g  in a 
c ra f tsm a n  in "The M aster B uilder", Jo n a th an  
C a rro ll  i l l u s t r a t e s  an o b se s s iv e  c r e a t io n  of 
je a lo u s  love in  "A q u a r t e r  P ast You" and 
v ig n e t t e s  of d i f f e r e n t  d is tu rb in g  v is io n s  o f 
love come from R obert Aickma n, Ronald Duncan 
and T L Parkinson.

T hese  a re  th e  b e t t e r  s to r i e s  o f  the

book, and provide a stimulating variety, and 

though the lighter stories don't work as well 

the idea works well.

FALLEN ANGELS by Niven, P o u rn e lle  and Flynn 
Pan, 391 pp, £4 .99, p /b

Reviewed by C aro l Morton.
On re a d in g  the  b lu rb  on th e  back o f the  

book one would be fo rg iv e n  fo r  th in k in g  th a t 
t h i s  was ju s t  a n o th e r  r u n - o f - th e - m i l l  
N iven /P ourne lle/A  N O th er c o lla b o ra tio n . But 
i f  you a re  a t  a l l  i n te r e s t e d  in fandom then 
you w ill  love  th is  book. Why? Read on.

The s to r y  i s  s e t  some 80 y e a rs  in  the  
f u tu re  w here th e  G reen P a rty  h a s  been in 
power w orldw ide fo r  th e  m a jo r ity  o f th a t  
tim e. Some people  saw what was coming and 
managed to  e scap e  o f f  p la n e t and form an 
o rb i t in g  sp a ce  s t a t i o n  colony. The Green 
P a rty  you se e , has o u tlaw ed  technolog y  and 
has r id  th e  a tm osph ere  o f  p o llu tin g  carbon 
d io x id e  to  such  on e x te n t  th a t  th e re  is  l i t t l e  
o r no g reen h o u se  e f f e c t ,  much f re e  heat 
e sc a p es  th e  E a r th 's  a tm o sp h ere  and hence we 
fin d  the  p la n e t  in  th e  g r ip  o f  an Ice  Age. 
The on ly  problem  w ith  a sp a ce  s t a t i o n  is  th a t  
i t  is  not a c lo sed  sy s tem  and over th e  y ears  
some a tm osph ere  h as leaked  o u t in to  sp a ce . 
No problem  you th in k  h y d ro p o n ics  w i l l  produce 
the  oxygen needed, bu t b re a th a b le  a i r  has 
n itro g e n  in i t  and th e  colony cannot produce 
th a t .  So th e  c o lo n is t s  sen d  scoop sh ip s  to  
th e  o u te r  e d g es  o f  E a r th 's  a tm osph ere  to  
scoop up (p inch) s u f f i c i e n t  n i tro g e n  to  keep 
th e  colony go ing . As you can im agine, the  
Green P a rty  does no t look k ind ly  on t h i s  and 
a t ta c k s  any su ch  s h ip s  w ith  m is s i le s  -  t h is  
sma cks o f  do ub le  s ta n d a rd s ,  th ey  a re  qu i te  
w illin g  to  u se  tech n o lo g y  to  f u r th e r  th e i r  
own ends, b u t w ill  no t a llow  th e  p u b lic  the  
com forts  th a t  techno log y  could  b rin g . The 
l a t e s t  scoop sh ip  i s  sh o t down and lan d s on 
the  tu n d ra  w ith  b o th  p i lo t s  a l iv e  but 
s u f f e r in g  from g ra v i ty  fo r g r e a te r  than  they 
a re  used to.

One g ro u p  o f o u tla w s  d ec id e  th a t  the 
'A ngels ' a s  th ey  a re  b e in g  ca l le d  m ust be 
saved a nd band to g e th e r  to  do so . These 
ou tlaw s?  S c ience  F ic t io n  Fandom. Not only 
has techno log y  been banned bu t sc ien ce  
f ic t io n  i s  very  much frow ned upon and any 
known fa n s  a r e  w atched and ha ve no chance o f 
g e t t in g  a job, hence many f a ns have gone 
underground o r  fo rsw o rn  fandom a l to g e th e r .  
The irony  i s  th a t  SF is  banned bu t F an tasy  is  
p o s it iv e ly  en co uraged  (comments on th i s  to  
the a u th o rs  p lea se , no t me). The fa n s  leave 
th e i r  Worldcon and t r a v e l  o v er th e  ice  to



death, a l t e r n a te ly  a id e d  and d i s t r a c t e d  in 
this quest by w ise monkeys, cunning  hyenas, 
e b u lie n t b i rd s  and s c a r r e d  c o n te n d e rs  fo r the 
fe lin e  th ron e. D isney, n e e d le s s  to  say , c la im s 
a l l  s im i la r i t i e s  a re  p u re  co in cidence .

Follow ing M ichael K eaton 's d e c is io n  to  
q u it  BATMAN' RETURN'S, a p p a re n tly  fo llo w in g  
a rgum ents w ith  W arner B ro th e rs  o v e r h is  wish 
fo r a cut o f  bo th  th e  box o f f ic e  and merch­
an d ise  r e tu r n s ,  fem ale  le a d  Rene Russo may be 
th e  next c a s u a lty  -  a t  40, s h e 's  a convenien t 
two y e a rs  younger th an  K eaton, bu t an 
un com fortab le  s ix  y e a r s  o ld e r  th an  re p la c e ­
ment Val Kilmer. The o n ly  s a f e  c a s t in g  seem s 
to  be Jim C a rre y 's  R id d le r, p a r t i c u la r ly  a f t e r  
th e  m assive su c c e s s  o f THE MASK.

Kenneth Branagh, f re s h  from d i r e c t in g  
Robert DeNiro in  th e  l a t e s t  FRANKENSTEIN, is  
rum oured to  be c o n s id e r in g  th e  r o l e  o f  Obi 
Wan Kenobi in G eorge L ucas 's  STAR WARS: THE 
CLONE WARS. The new th ree -m o v ie  sequence 
p re d a te s  th e  o r ig in a l  STAR WARS, in  which S ir  
Alec G uinness donned Kenobi’s  J e d i  rob es.

Rumoured f ro n t  ru n n e rs  fo r  th e  ro le  in  
S teven S p ie lb e rg 's  p lan ed  DR WHO te l e s e r ie s  
p i lo t  a re  Jim Dale, who has th e  a d v an tag e  of 
fa m ilia r i ty  on b o th  s id e s  o f th e  A tla n tic , and 
Dave McGann, w h ils t  R id ley  S c o tt  and Leonard 
Nimoy a re  tip p ed  fo r  th e  d i r e c t o r 's  c h a ir . 
The a c t io n  w ill  open on G a ll if re y , a s  th e  
maverick T im elord  lau n ch e s  h is  co sm os-sav in g  
c a re e r.

S c o tt, m eanw hile, h a s  team ed up w ith  
b ro th e r  and fe llow  d i r e c t o r  Tony S c o tt ,  to  buy 
Shepperton S tu d io s  fo r  £20M. R ecent p ro je c ts  
a t  the  s i t e  in c lu d e d  th e  £25M JUDGE DREDD 
s p in -o f f ,  s t a r r i n g  S y lv e s te r  S ta llo n e .

James H e rb e r t 's  shaggy  dog s to r y  FLUKE 
is  in th e  p ip e lin e , w ith  Nancy T ra v is  and 
Matthew Modine h e ad in g  the  c a s t .  L e t 's  hope 
th is  l a t e s t  H erbert p ro je c t ,  d i r e c te d  by C arlo  
C a rle i, f a r e s  b e t t e r  th an  the  m isguided THE 
SURVIVOR and the  h i la r io u s ly  n a f f  THE RATS.

D irec to r Jam es Cameron, in te rv ie w e d  by 
EMPIRE a s  he winds down from Bondage on TRUE 
LIES and p re p a re s  to  sp in  a n o th e r  web o f 
d e c e it  on SPIDERMAN: "More i s  more, and too 
much is  never enough."

Mel G ibson is  warm ing up fo r  FAHRENHEIT 
451, an o th e r v e rs io n  o f  the  Ray Bradbury 
novel f i r s t  le a se d  by F ra n c o is  T ru f fa u t  back 
in 1967. Also jum ping th e  d ecades is  MISSION: 
IMPOSSIBLE, a b ig -s c re e n  s p in - o f f  from the  tv 
classic (s e v e r a l  e p iso d e s  o f  which were 
remade d u rin g  the 1988 W rite rs  G uild s tr ik e ) ;  
Brian De Palma is s e t  to  d i r e c t ,  Tom C ru ise  to  
star.

b o o k  r e v i e w s

THE ENDS OF THE EARTH by L ucius Shepard  
millennium, 484pp, £5 .99, 'C' form at o /b

Reviewed by Robert P Jones.
I t  i s  a  tru ism  th a t  good books a r e  u su a lly  

h a rd e r  to  rev iew  th a n  bad. C e r ta in ly , c o n f ro n t­
ed w ith  t h i s  awesome c o lle c t io n  o f  14 s u b s ta n ­
t i a l  t a l e s ,  each o f which is  w orth  re a d in g  a t  
l e a s t  tw ice , and a  mere 500 w ords in  w hich to  
comment on i t ,  I f e e l  somewhat a t  a lo ss .

P erhaps th e  most u s e fu l  way to  beg in  
would be to  say  th a t  only abou t a t h i r d  o f 
th e s e  p ie c e s  cou ld  r e a l ly  be d e f in e d  a s  s f .  
The r e s t  a re , I  sup pose , 'd a rk  f a n ta s y ',  though 
s u re ly  n ev e r w ere g e n re  la b e ls  more p e rn ­
ic io u s  th an  in  t h i s  case . S h e p a rd 's  f i c t io n  i s  
o f te n  e x o tic  in  s e t t in g ,  f u l l  o f  b iz a r r e  
in c id e n t, o c c a s io n a lly  m y stic a l, and f re q u e n t ly  
p o l i t i c a l .  I t  i s  a ls o  q u i te  b e a u t i f u l ly  
w r i t t e n ,  w ith  a  f re s h , p o e tic  fe e l in g  fo r  pace, 
image, and a tm osph ere . T h is  i s  one g e n re  
w r i te r  who r e a l ly  can com pete a s  a  s t y l i s t  
w ith  th e  b e s t  o f  th e  m ainstream !

P a rt  o f  th e  m easure o f S h e p a rd 's  
a r t i s t r y  i s  th a t  he is  a b le  to  tak e  very  
o b v io us h o rro r  id e a s  and d eve lop  them in 
m esm erising  new ways. T here i s  n o th in g  t e r r ­
ib ly  o r ig in a l ,  fo r  in s ta n c e , in  th e  long 
o p en ing  t i t l e  s to r y 's  b a s ic  p lo t .  S e t in  
B e lize , i t  c o n cern s  a  g roup  o f dem o ra lized  
e x p a tr io t s ,  whose l iv e s  a re  tak en  o v er by a 
s i n i s t e r  a n c ie n t Mayan r o le - p la y in g  game. 
What makes i t  l iv e  in th e  memory i s  th e  c a re  
w ith  w hich th e  a u th o r  e s t a b l i s h e s  and p lay s  
o u t th e  te n s io n s  betw een h is  c h a r a c te r s .  
Here and in  th e  p o w erfu l Vietnam  s to r y ,  "D elta  
S ly Honey", he s k i l l f u l ly  t r e a d s  a  d e l i c a te  
t ig h tro p e  betw een th e  r a t io n a l  and th e  su p e r 
n a tu ra l .  The m y ste rio u s  f ig u re s  h a u n tin g  th e  
f r in g e s  o f  th e  l a t t e r  t a le  may be g h o s ts ,  o r 
(in  some ways more f r ig h te n in g ly )  ju s t  your 
norm al gang o f m urderous m averick  v ig i l l a n te s .

But p le a se  do n 't l e t  me g iv e  th e  
im p ress io n  th a t  S h ep a rd 's  a t t i t u d e  tow ards 
g e n re  i s  in  any way h a lf - h e a r te d .  "Bound For 
G lory" i s  an e x tra o rd in a ry  h o r r i f i c  w e s te rn , 
and "Noman's Land" (in  which th e  l a s t  c e n tu ry  
o r so  o f  human h is to r y  tu rn s  o u t to  be th e  
dream o f in te l l ig e n t  s p id e rs )  a s to n is h in g ly  
p e rs u a s iv e  a s  i t  draw s you in to  a c c e p ta n c e  o f 
a c raz y  s f  p rem ise . The su p e rb  "Aymara" 
m ixes p o l i t i c a l  t h r i l l e r ,  romance, t im e  t r a v e l , 
and m a g ic -re a lism  to  d izzy in g  e f f e c t ,  w h ils t  
"The S c a le h u n te r 's  B e a u tifu l  D augh ter"  is  
abou t th e  b e s t  th in g  I've  ever re a d  inv o lv in g  
a d ragon.



re sc u e  the  Angels. They a re  then  faced w ith  
the  ta s k s  o f h id in g  th e  Angels from th e  
governm ent and g e t t in g  them back home, bu t 
where a re  you go ing  to  g e t  a ro c k e t from in a 
so c ie ty  th a t  has ou tlaw ed  technology? J u s t  
how they  go abou t t h i s  shows how in g e n io u s  
fa n s  can be, more I w on 't say  bu t i t  makes 
e x c e lle n t  and very  e n te r ta in in g  read in g .

You have to  be an  SF fan to  u n d ers ta n d  
some o f  th e  r e fe re n c e s  in th is  s to r y  and I'm 
s u re  I even re c o g n ise d  some o f th e  fan s  
p o rtra y e d  in th e  no vel. A w on derfu l,
w onderfu l s to r y  and one I h ig h ly  recommend.

SHUDDER AGAIN e d ite d  by M ichele S lung 
RoC, 379pp, £4 .99, p /b

Reviewed by Phil Noyes.

T his fo llow  up a n th o lo g y  d e lv e s  a g a in  
in to  th e  psyche and o f f e r s  f u r th e r  sn a p s h o ts  
from th e  h e l l  o f  love and sex . Once more, 
o r ig in a l ,  r e p r in t  and a rc h iv e  s t o r i e s  a re  used  
w ith  A rth u r Conan Doyle, H arlan  E lliso n , Ray 
B radbury and J  G B a lla rd  c o n tr ib u tin g  
how ever th i s  tim e th e  b ig  names a r e  o u tsh o n e  
by l e s s e r  known w r i t e r s  -  David Kuchls 
chooses a s c ie n c e  f i c t io n a l  d e v ic e  to  a llow  
people  to  r e v i s i t  T h e  F i r s t  Time" and g iv e s  
an un co m fo rtab le  rem in d er th a t  w h ils t  fo r  
most o f  u s  i t  i s  a  p le a sa n t o r  c h e r ish e d  
memory th e re  a r e  th o s e  who have had v ery  
d i f f e r e n t  e x p e rie n c e s . Nancy C o llin s  o f f e r s  
one m an's q u e s t fo r h i s  id e a l  o f  s lim n e ss  in 
womanhood taken  to  and  beyond m adness in 
"Aphra", and Clement Wood g iv e s  u s  a peep 
in to  th e  e a r ly  m arried  l i f e  o f  a coup le , 
p ro v id in g  gen u in e  h o r ro r  bu t n o  s u p e rn a tu ra l  
e lem ent in  "Honeymoon".

O ther s t o r i e s  o f  n o te  in c lu d e  Ramsey 
Cam pbell's "Again", i l l u s t r a t i n g  a  d is tu rb in g  
e n c o u n te r betw een a w a lker and th e  s o l i t a r y  
homeowner he happens a c ro s s ,  and th e  v e ry  
po ignan t "On th e  Lake o f L ast W ishes" by 
C laudia  O'Keefe in  w hich th e  whole h o r ro r  
c o n te n t is  co n fin ed  to  r e a l i t y  and i l l n e s s ,  
w h ils t  the  s u p e rn a tu ra l  o f f e r s  re le a s e .

O v era ll, t h i s  w asn 't a s  s t r o n g  a s  th e  
f i r s t  a n th o lo g y  bu t s t i l l  makes fo r  
i n te r e s t in g  read in g .

GOODLOWS GHOSTS by T M W right 
G ollancz, 215pp, £4 .99, p /b

Reviewed by Robert P Jo n es .
What can I say  a b o u t t h is  book? I t r e a l ly  

i s  a s  bland and f o r g e t ta b le  as i t s  t i t l e !
W ritte n  in  s h o r t  c h a p te rs  d iv id ed  in to  

even s h o r te r  s e c t io n s  o f  very  s h o r t  p a ra ­

g ra p h s, w ith  few w ords o f more than  two 
s y l la b le s ,  i t  is  c le a r ly  d e sig n ed  fo r people  
w ith  l im ite d  a t t e n t io n  sp an s. No sce n e  is  
allow ed  to  go on fo r lo n g e r than  a coup le  o f 
pages, th e  c h a r a c te r s  a r e  l i t t l e  more than  
names, and th e re  i s  v i r tu a l ly  no s u s ta in e d  
d e s c r ip t io n , though l o t s  and l o t s  o f p e r f e c t ly  
in d i f f e r e n t  d ia lo g u e .

The c e n t r a l  f ig u re  i s  a r a th e r  bo y ish  
psy ch ic  in v e s t ig a to r ,  c a l le d  Ryerson 
B ie rg a r te n , and one is  tem pted  to  th in k  th a t ,  
hav ing  come up w ith  h is  s in g u la r  name, th e  
a u th o r 's  pow ers o f in v e n tio n  w ere q u i te  
ex h a u s te d . The p lo t, in  w hich he h e lp s  th e  
g h o s t o f a p r iv a te  eye  named Sam Goodlow to  
s o lv e  th e  m ystery  o f  h is  own m urder could  
h a rd ly  be l e s s  in v o lv in g . When being  dead 
seem s so  much lik e  b e in g  a l iv e  i t  i s  ha rd  to  
c a re  abou t any d anger o u r  h e ro  f in d s  h im se lf  in.

Not th a t  th e  n a r r a t iv e  i s  e x a c tly  a c t io n  
packed anyway. In f a c t  n o th in g  much happens 
a t  a l l .  A s u b -p lo t  in  w hich v a r io u s  B o sto n ian s 
a r e  d ragg ed  in to  W rig h t 's  d r e a r i ly  u n in te r e s t ­
ing  s p i r i t  w orld  i s  so  s i l l y  and in c o n s e q u e n tia l  
i t  g e ts  abandoned h a l f  way th rou gh . Such 
"h o rro r"  a s  th e re  i s  w ould h a rd ly  d i s tu r b  my 
m other, and th e  jokey to n e  soon i r r i t a t e s  
w ith o u t jo k e s  o r  w it to  back i t  up. The 
w ould-be  sho ck ing  c lim ax s im p ly  b o res .

Of c o u rse , no t e v e ry th in g  one re a d s  h a s  
to  be a c h a lle n g in g  m a s te rp ie c e , bu t s u re ly  
p o p u la r f i c t io n  sh o u ld  be a  l i t t l e  more 
dem anding th a n  th i s .  I t s  com petence i s  o f 
th e  low est le v e l, w ith  n o th in g  to  o ffen d , bu t 
n o th in g  e l s e  much e i th e r .  U nim pressive.

FURIOUS GULF by Gregory Ben ford  
Gollancz, 290pp, £1 5 .99 , h/b

Reviewed by Dave Hardy.

I th in k  th e  f i r s t  book o f Greg B en fo rd 's  
t h a t  I re a d  was IN THE OCEAN OF N IG H T  back 
in  1978. I 'v e  re ad  a number s in c e , in c lu d in g  
ACROSS THE SEA OF SUNS, in f a c t ,  he i s  one of 
my f a v o u r i te  h ard  s f  a u th o rs .  Even so , i t  
came a s  q u i t e  a s u r p r i s e  to  come a c ro s s  N igel 
Walmsley (h e ro  o f th e  two I m entioned) h e re  
a s  a w rink led , nude dw arf. In f a c t ,  he p lay s  
on ly  a b i t  p a r t ,  bu t o b v io u s ly  I need to  c a tc h  
up on th e  p re v io u s  two books in th e  a u th o r 's  
" g a la c tic "  s e r ie s .

I f  th e r e  is  such  a th in g  a s  hard  s c ie n c e  
fa n ta sy , th en  th i s  m ust be i t .  A w orld 
composed o f  " tim e s to n e " , in  which p a s t  e v e n ts  
can be u n e a rth e d  ( i f  t h a t 's  th e  word)? V ast 
i n t e l l i g e n c e s  e x is t in g  in th e  plasm a and 
m agnetic  f i e ld s  su rro u n d in g  the  b lack  h o le  a t 
th e  c e n tre  o f  ou r g a la x y ?  S c ience  f i c t io n  
has come a long way s in c e  A rthu r C C larke



ala rm ed  th e  s c i e n t i f i c  e s ta b lish m e n t by 
w ri t in g  about a s o la r  l i f e  form  in  "Out o f the  
Sun" (1959). Then Bob Forw ard w ro te  DRAGON'S 
EGG (1980) abou t l i f e  on a n e u tro n  s ta r .  I t  
is  d i f f i c u l t  to  s e e  how anyone can take  th is  
concep t fu r th e r  th an  B enford, bu t who knows?

Dr G regory B enford is  a p ro fe s so r  o f 
p h y s ic s , and u se s  n o v e ls  l ik e  th i s  to  t ry  ou t 
id e a s  which he cou ld  no t p o s s ib ly  advance as 
h y p o th e ses  in, say , NATURE. But th e  sc ien ce  
behind th e  book is  sound, and som ething 
e x tra o rd in a ry  c e r t a in ly  i s  happening in  th e  
c e n tr e  o f o u r g a la x y , w here long, lum inous 
s t r a n d s  tw is t  in  in te n s e  m ag netic  f ie ld s .  His 
human (and a l ie n )  c h a r a c te r is a t io n s  g e t  
b e t t e r ,  too , so  i f  you l ik e  your s f  hard , re ad  
th i s  one.

NEW WORLDS 4 Edited By David Garnett 
Gollancz, 223pp, £6 .99 , d ig e s t  s i z e  magazine

Reviewed by Tony Morton.

L a te s t  and p o s s ib ly  l a s t  an th o lo g y  from 
New W orlds c o n ta in in g  te n  s t o r i e s ,  a  c r i t iq u e ,  
an a f te rw o rd  and fo r  me th e  h ig h lig h t  -  th e  
in tro d u c tio n . G a rn e tt ,  in  h is  in im ita b le  way 
pro vok es th e  re a d e r  t o  make a  s ta n c e  and fo r 
my p a r t  I'm w ith  him. By and la rg e  form ula 
f i c t io n  d o e sn 't  i n t e r e s t  me, though  I re s e rv e  
th e  r ig h t  to  make e x c e p tio n s . I  p r e fe r  th e  
s h o r t  s to r y  fo rm at. I t  p ro v id e s  an e x c e lle n t 
't a s te r *  fo r  t h i s  r e a d e r  to  c a tc h  up w ith  
u n re c o g n ise d /n o t b e fo re  re a d  w r i te r s ;  each  is  
an in s ta n t  s e p a r a te  w orld  in  m anageable 
p o r tio n s  and an a n th o lo g y  su c h  a s  th is  
p ro v id e s  com parison o f  w r i te r s  s ty le s  and 
ap p ro ac h e s  to  s t o r y t e l l i n g  in  one volume.

As to  th e  s t o r i e s  th e y  a r e  d iv e rse , have 
a t t i t u d e  and caused  t h i s  re a d e r  to  query  some 
w r i te r s  m otives. I t  seem s c le a r  some a u th o rs  
have a x e s  to  g r in d  and w i l l  u se  any medium to  
g e t  t h e i r  v iew s a c ro s s ,  more on t h i s  l a te r .

The p o l i t i c a l  u n d e rc u r re n t in "L eg itim ate  
T a rg e ts "  from Ian  McDonald h ig h l ig h ts  h is  
s to r y  o f an ex  IRA in fo rm er in  h id in g  w ith  
ben ign  a lie n s .  The whole f i t t i n g  to g e th e r  
w e ll bu t, a s  w ith  th e  end o f  th e  cold war, 
p e rh a p s  a r r iv in g  too  l a t e ?  S t i l l  in v e n tiv e  
and en jo y ab le . K ilw o rth 's  "N erves of S te e l"  
p re s e n ts  th e  problem  o f ro b o ts  need to  
u n d e rs ta n d  fe e l in g s  and i s  w e ll thoug h t ou t 
and e x p e r tly  handled . "The F le sh p o ts  o f Luna" 
by M atthew Dickens b ro ach es  th e  idea o f 
ov erw e ig h t peop le  e m ig ra tin g  to  th e  moon as 
in th e  low er g ra v i ty  th ey  w eigh le s s . It 
ta k e s  a m a rv e llo u s ly  w icked tw is t  a t  i t s  
c lim ax and is  g re a t  fun. P e te r  F Hamilton 
s u rp r is e d  me w ith  " S ta r l ig h t  Dreamer". Unlike 
h is  e x c e lle n t  SF n o v e ls  t h i s  i s  fa n ta sy , bu t

s t i l l  an e n jo y ab le  e scap e . I t  concerns th e  
m ixing o f  a youth  'g a n g ' on a run  down e s t a t e  
and e lv e s  th a t  have r e - e n te r e d  th e  w orld to  
see  why th e  f o r e s t  is  r e tu r n in g  and th e  c la sh  
o f c u l tu re s .  Rob H o ld s to ck 's  s to r y  c o n tin u e s  
h is  mythago work. Here in  "The Charism a 
T rees"  he w i t t i l y  e x p lo re s  th e  p o s s ib i l i t i e s  
o f gene m an ip u la tio n  on t r e e s  and mixes th is  
w ith  m y s te r io u s  d is a p p e a ra n c e s  in N orfolk , a l l  
done a s  l e t t e r s  and ending  w ith  an even 
s t r a n g e r  m ystery . W onderful s tu f f .

W hile u n d e rs ta n d in g  the  m o tiv a tio n  o f 
p re s s u re  g ro u p s , I som etim es d e s p a ir  a t  t h e i r  
m ethods. Hence two s t o r i e s  in  th e  book took 
(fo r  me) such  a r a d ic a l  s ta n c e  th a t  they  
overshadow  th e  s to r y  in  a need to  prove th e i r  
r ig h te o u s n e s s  to  t h e i r  cau se . Both come o v er 
a s  fe m in is t  s t o r i e s  and I su p p o se  I ' l l  become 
u n pop u lar fo r say in g  I d is l ik e d  t h i s  s ta n c e , 
bu t th e  appro ach  overpow ered a very  good 
s to r y  in  "And The Poor Get C h ild ren"  by L isa  
T u tt le .  The poor woman (R enate) being  a 
dow ntrodden p e rso n  who g e ts  th e  bad end o f 
l i f e  w ith  no escap e . The r ic h  woman (Becky) 
g e t t in g  a l l  sh e  w an ts bu t on ly  l iv in g  fo r  
h a te . Not fo r  me. The second, "The L ast 
P h a llic  Symbol" by E liz a b e th  S ourbu t comes 
o v er a s  p u re  h a tre d  o f  men. I t s  g i s t  being 
th e  male p h a l lu s  i s  a l i e n  to  th e  p la n e t and 
we sh o u ld  a l l  be fem ale, A s o r t  o f  
QUA TER MASS AND THE PIT  s c e n a r io  fem in ised  to  
e x tin c tio n . Why?

L an g fo rd 's  c r i t iq u e  o f, e r ,  c r i t i c s  
" In s id e  O u ts id e"  p ro v e s  e n te r ta in in g  a s  only 
L angford  can -  and o f  c o u rse , h e 's  r ig h t  on 
th e  b u tto n . The a n th o lo g y  f in is h e s  w ith  
M oorcock's "The F in a l Word" p re c is  th e  NEW 
WORLDS sag a  and i t s  im pact w ith in  th e  g en re . 
I t  p ro v id e s  a f i t t i n g  end ing  fo r  t h i s  p h ase  o f  
th e  a n th o lo g ie s  and I o n ly  hope th e re  is  more 
to  come.

GREAT BIRDS OF THE GALAXY by Edward Gross and Mark Aitman 
B o xtree , 144pp, £9 .99, l a rg e  s o f t - c o v e r

Reviewed by A drian M iddleton.
B oxtree  have chosen  to  p r in t  a B r i t is h  

e d i t io n  o f a s e m ip ro fe s s io n a l  American book 
un san c tio n ed  by Param ount. Worse, th ey  have 
rep rod uced  i t  w h o lesa le , making l i t t l e  o r  no 
e f f o r t  to  e d i t ,  r e s e t  o r  even to  c o n v e r t  the 
te x t  from American E n g lish  in to  E ng lish  
E ng lish . The o r ig in a l  p u b lis h e rs  had an 
ex cu se  -  they  were fa n s  p roducing a book to  
th e  b e s t  o f th e ir  a b i l i t y  -  bu t a s o -c a l le d  
p ro fe s s io n a l  p u b lish in g  ho use  sh o u ld  know 
b e t te r .

Now, unaccustom ed a s  I am to  re ad in g  
STAR TREK b io g ra p h ie s , I found GREAT BIRDS to



be • a mixed bag. I cannot t e l l  how many 
an ec d o te s  a p p e a rin g  in  th e  book have been 
se e n  e lsew h ere , so  I ' l l  judge  i t  a s  I s e e  i t .

The book i s  d iv id e d  in to  e le v e n  s e c tio n s ,  
w ith  space  d evo ted  to  th o se  peop le  whom the  
a u th o rs  f e e l  w ere " c re a to r s  o f  Trek", w ith  the 
page count o f each  b e in g  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  o f  the 
s iz e  o f c o n tr ib u t io n  made by each person , and 
r e la te d  in  th e  o rd e r  o f  t h e i r  involvem ent w ith  
th e  s e r ie s .

F i r s t  up was, o f  c o u rse , Gene Rodden­
b e rry . I le a rn e d  a  lo t  h e re  -  about the 
e v o lu tio n  o f th e  s e r i e s  (and o th e rs )  th rou gh  
h i s  eyes, fe e l in g  s u r e  th a t  I was being g iven  
th e  m easure o f  th e  man. In a very  n ice  
tw is t ,  t h i s  s e c t io n  moves away from ju s t  STAR 
TREK to  th in g s  o f  i n te r e s t  to  n o n -fa n s  -  
p ro bab ly  to  throw  an o r ig in a l  tw is t  o n to  the  
Roddenberry b iog raph y . We le a rn  o f  th e  t ru e  
o r ig in s  o f  th e  m otion p i c tu r e  s c r ip t  (a s  a 
n e v e r-p ro d u c ed  s to r y  fo r  a s e r i e s  c a lle d  
P lane t E a rth ) and o f  R o ddenb erry 's  involvem ent 
w ith  a T arzan  TV s e r i e s  th a t  e v e n tu a lly  
fo lded  in fa v o u r o f th e  Ron Ely v e rs io n .

The one flaw  -  a  p re c ed e n t s e t  h e re  and 
fo llow ed up in  su b seq u en t s e c t io n s  -  was the  
u se  o f q u o te s . In some p la c e s  ty p e s e t t in g  
was so  poor th a t  q u o te s  g o t g a rb le d , and the  
re a d e r  was l e f t  u n c e r ta in  a s  to  what 
Roddenberry -  o r  o th e r s  -  had a c tu a l ly  sa id .
I on ly n o tic e d  t h i s  becau se  one q u o te  was 
used  tw ice, in d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  o f th e  book.

A fte r  R oddenberry th e  book moves on to  
Gene L Coon, conv inc in g  me th a t  i f  Roddenberry 
was God, Coon was Moses. T h is  was by f a r  th e  
most i n te r e s t in g  in s ig h t  in to  a T rek c re a to r  
who seem s to  me to  have been more 
re sp o n s ib le  fo r th e  show 's su c c e s s  than  
Roddenberry h im se lf . The h ig h l ig h t  o f  the  
s e c t io n  r e la te d  to  H arlan  E ll is o n 's  W rite r 's  
G uild Award fo r  "C ity  on th e  Edge o f  Forever", 
which a p p e a rs  to  have been r e w r i t te n  b y Coon, 
who was h im se lf  th e  o n ly  o th e r  c an d id a te  fo r 
th e  award!

Fred F re ib e rg e r  comes nex t in  an 
u n s a t is f a c to r y  c h a p te r  le a v in g  re a d e rs  w ith 
th e  im p ress io n  th a t  t h i s  man was on ly 
" te c h n ic a lly "  a c r e a to r  o f  T rek, and d id n 't  do 
much good fo r  th e  s e r ie s .  I t  is  th e  f i r s t  o f 
a  s t r in g  o f  s h o r te r  p ie c e s  c o v erin g  Harve 
B ennett ( t e l l i n g  o f  th e  f a i lu r e  o f  h i s  pet 
p ro je c t  S ta r  f l e e t  Academy), N icho las Meyer 
(" th e  guy who sav ed  STAR TREK ), Leonard 
Nimoy and W illiam  S h a tn e r  (to u ch in g  upon the  
d e a th  o f  K irk in G e n era tio n s). A ll
i n te r e s t in g ,  bu t a l l  q u i te  re s tr a in e d ,  
su g g e s t in g  th a t  they  w ere never meant to  be 
th e  main focus o f  th e  book.

Then we launch in to  an even s h o r te r  s e t  
o f  c h a p te rs  on th e  G reat B irds o f THE NEXT

GENERATION -  Rick Berman, M aurice H urley, 
M ichael P i l l e r  and J e r i  T ay lo r. Only H urley  
seem s to  s ta n d  ou t in t h i s  bunch -  h is  
c o n tr ib u t io n s  a re  th e  most c le a r  cu t becau se  
th e  o th e r s  a re , p e rh a p s , more p o l i t i c a l  
c r e a to r s  f irm ly  e n tre n c h e d  in  th e  1990s.

S peaking o f  p o l i t i c s ,  th e  book th r iv e s  
upon th e  c o n f l ic t  th a t  e x is te d  am ongst 
v a r io u s  p eo p le  w ith o u t being  judg em en ta l, and 
a lth o u g h  th e  book fo c u se s  upon c la s s i c  T rek , I 
g e t th e  f e e l in g  th a t  t h i s  i s  b eca u se  we 
haven’t y e t h e a rd  abou t th e  f a l l in g s  o u t th a t  
must have h a p p e n e d  in  THE NEXT GENERATION 
and i t s  s e q u e ls .  T hat s a id , th e  book i s  bang 
up to  d a te ,  and d o es a good job  o f  p a in tin g  a 
p ic tu re  o f th e  c r e a t iv e  b a t t l e s  th a t  have 
been fou gh t beh ind  th e  sc e n e s  fo r  th e  p a s t  
t h i r t y  y e a rs .

HEAVY WEATHER By Bruce S te r lin g  
Millennium, 280pp, £15.99, h/b

Reviewed by Tony Morton.

A two pronged p lo t  l in e  from  S te r l in g  h a s  
young Alex Unger, a  r i c h  k id  d e b i l i t a te d  by 
th e  i l l n e s s  caused  by p o llu tio n , and h is  
a t te m p ts  to  become 'n o rm al' a g a in s t  th e  S torm  
T ro u p ers  who a re  a bunch o f  m is f i t  tech n o  
f re a k s  th a t  c h ase  s to rm s  (?). Opening w ith  
A lex 's  'r e s c u e ' from an ( i l l e g a l )  h o s p i t a l  in 
Mexico by h i s  s i s t e r  Jan e  -  a  member o f  th e  
Storm  T ro u p e rs , th e  bu lk  o f  th e  s to r y  
re v o lv e s  a roun d  th e  T ro u p e rs  camp and A lex’s  
in te g r a t io n  in to  th e  g roup . We a r e  in tro d u c e d  
to  th e  v a r io u s  members o f  th e  Storm  T ro u p ers  
w ith  a b r i e f  c r i t iq u e  o f  each  o n e 's  background 
and problem s. T his a l l  h e lp s  th e  re a d e r  
u n d e rs ta n d  th e  m o tives and r e a c t io n s  o f  th e  
c h a r a c te r s  v e ry  w e ll a s  th e  p lo t  dev e lo p s.

The secon d  s t r i n g  o f  th e  p lo t  i t s e l f ,  
th a t  o f th e  T ro u p ers  s e a rc h  fo r  an F6 s to rm  -  
o r  one " o f f  th e  s c a le "  ( to rn a d o 's  r e g i s t e r  a s  
F4 o r F5) show s th e  o b s e s s io n  o f  t h e i r  le a d e r  
J e r ry  M ulcahey. M ulcahey, a to p  m ath em atic ian  
and m e te o ro lo g is t ,  h a s  p re d ic te d  th e  
p o s s ib i l i ty  o f  an F6 and s e t s  o u t to  ’f in d ' i t ,  
p ick ing  up th e  o th e r s  o f  th e  g ro u p  and th u s  
form ing th e  Storm  T ro u p e rs . As can be 
ex p e c ted  th e  F6 o c c u rs  and c a u se s  chaos ( a s  
i t  would) b u t in e x p lic a b ly  d ie s  ou t th u s  
sav in g  th e  US o f A from t o t a l  d e v a s ta tio n .

I f  you d e te c t  a n o te  o f cyn icism , 
c o r re c t .  A ll too  o f te n  we g e t th e  "and 
e v e ry th in g  tu rn e d  o u t ok in th e  end" s c e n a rio . 
Why? Even th e  i l l  (and dy ing Alex) is  cured . 
T h is 'ty p ic a l ' US op tim ism  m y s t if ie s  me -  does 
no th ing  go wrong over th e re ?  Is  i t  r e a c t io n  
to  g u i l t  a s  major c o n t r ib u to r s  o f  p o llu tio n  
and th e re b y  th e  c au se  o f  A lex 's (and by



in fe re n c e  a l l  c h i ld re n 's )  i l l n e s s e s  and the  
c o n tin u in g  d e te r i o r a t i o n  in w orld w eather?  
We a re  a l l  aw are  o f th e  problem s o f 
i n d u s t r i a l i s a t i o n  and the  p o llu tio n  problem s 
on the  env ironm en t, and an  e x c e lle n t  and w e ll 
re se a rc h e d  b a s is  fo r a no vel i t  is ;  th e  whole 
s c e n a r io  w orks w ell. But p le a s e  no cop o u ts .

SCIENCE FICTION' IN THE TWENTIETH CENTURY
by Edward Jam es
Opus, 250pp, £7 .99, p /b

Reviewed by Robert P Jones.
Even were I t  l e s s  good th a n  i t  i s ,  t h i s  

e x c e lle n t  b r i e f  in tro d u c tio n  to  s f  would be 
ve ry  welcome. A ld is s  and W ingrove's TRILLION 
YEAR SPREE may o f f e r  more s t im u la t in g  <and 
o p in io n a te d )  c r i t ic is m ,  bu t Jam es' book i s  
adm irab ly  c le a r ,  b a lanced , and e n th u s ia s t ic ,  
making i t  p ro b ab ly  th e  b e s t  th in g  o f  i t s  kind. 
A lthough I'm s u r e  i t  w i l l  p rove h ig h ly  u s e fu l  
to  s tu d e n ts  and te a c h e rs ,  i t ' s  s ty l e  and to n e  
a re  f a r  from s t i f l i n g l y  academ ic. A fan  from 
h is  e a r ly  te e n s , th e  a u th o r  i s  no t concerned 
to  e s t a b l i s h  lea g u e  ta b le s  o f s f  w r i te r s  and 
books, n o r to  a rg u e  th e  l i t e r a r y  s t a t u s  o f  s f  
a g a in s t  th a t  o f  th e  m ainstream , bu t r a th e r  to  
p ro v id e  a conv inc in g  p ic tu r e  o f th e  g e n re  a s  
a whole.

For Jam es, s f  i s  a c u l tu r a l ,  no t ju s t  a 
l i t e r a r y  phenomenon, and one whose in flu e n c e  
e x te n d s  to  m ovies, tv , commerce, d e s ig n , 
lang uag e, p o l i t i c s ,  po rnography , and (in  th e  
form o f  S c ie n to lo g y )  re l ig io n .  I t  is  a ls o ,  he 
a rg u e s , in  a fa s c in a t in g  c h a p te r , d is tin c tiv e ly  
o f  th e  T w en tie th  C entury . In 1895, th e  y ear 
o f  W ells ' THE TIME MACHINE, a good many books 
w ere p u b lish e d  th a t  we would now c a te g o r is e  
a s  s f .  However, th e  a u th o r  who w ro te  abou t a 
maned s p a c e f l ig h t  to  K ars and th e  a u th o r  who 
w ro te  abou t a  f u tu r e  s o c ie ty  governed  by 
women would p ro b a b ly  have th o u g h t o f  them ­
s e lv e s  a s  w r i t in g  in c o m p le te ly  s e p a ra te  
g e n re s . I t  was th e  ach ievem ent o f  th e  
e d i to r s  G ernsback  and Cam pbell to  draw 
re la te d  ty p e s  o f  f i c t io n  to g e th e r  under a 
common um b re lla  and make them feed  o f f  each 
o th e r .

Jam es acco u n t o f th e  g e n re 's  
developm ent, from th e  Am erican 'Golden Age' o f 
th e  F o r t ie s  and F i f t i e s ,  th ro u g h  S ix t ie s  'New 
Wave' ex p e rim e n ta lism , to  po st-m o d ern  Cyber­
punk and beyond, is  th o ro u g h ly  e n te r ta in in g ,  
fa ir-m in d e d , and in fo rm a tiv e , cov e rin g  a lo t  
o f  ground in rem arkab ly  l i t t l e  space . Unlike 
many s e r io u s  c r i t i c s  o f  s f ,  he u n d e rs ta n d s  th e  
e x te n t  and im portance  o f  fandom, d e v o tin g  an 
e n t i r e  c h a p te r  to  i t s  c lo s e  and complex 
in flu e n c e  upon w r i te r s ,  p u b lis h e rs  and th e

f ie ld  in g e n e ra l . The only area where things 

seem over com pressed is in  the analyses of 
s p e c i f ic  t e x t s ,  which d o n 't  g e t  much beyond 

p lo t summary.
T here  a r e  a few s tr a n g e  in c lu s io n s  and 

om issio n s  in th e  conc lu d in g  re ad in g  l i s t ,  and 

a  few minor in a c c u ra c ie s  in  th e  te x t  i t s e l f ,  
bu t th e s e  do no t s e r io u s ly  d e t r a c t  from the 

book's v a lu e . T here was p le n ty  h e re  th a t  I 
d id  no t know, and what I  d id  could  h a rd ly  
have been much b e t t e r  p re se n te d .
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The Novacon 25 Committee in Association with the Birm ingham  Science Fic tion Group Are  P ro u d to  PresentNOVACON 25
Commencing Friday 3rd November 1995. Running Continuously Until Sunday 5thN ovem ber 1995

------------------------------Introducing
The Chamberlain Hotel, Alcester Street, Birmingham as The Venue 

With Room Rates F r o m  £20.00 per Person per Night (including Full English Breakfast)
- Starring -

Sta r  of Stage, Screen and W H Sm ith 's, 
au th o r of the "Helliconia Trilogy" 
and t he Burnell Series
Brian w ,ALDISS
as A Guest of Honour

A uthor of 'th e  C u ltu re’ novels. 
Death-Defying Human Fly and 

Connoisseur of Fine Sherrylain M.BANKS
C reator of the Stainless Steel R at 
and Bill, the Galactic Hero, 
Fandom 's Very Own White H aired GuruHARRISON

also Starring as A Special Guest

C reator of the  ’Slow Glass' S to rie s  
a u th o r of the  'W arren  P eace ' books, and 

Fandom’s Favourite Serious Scientific SpeakersobSHAW
as A Guest of H onour Featuring as A Guest of H onour

Guest Speakers S illy  Games Film s Q uizzes
Late Bars Pan el D iscussions Live M usic Lots of Fun

Program m e Book and Limited ed ition  Souvenir B ooklet--------------------------- Brought to You B y ----------------------------
Tony M orton, Chairman Tony Berry, O perations Carol M orton, R egistrations 
Chris Murphy, Programme Richard Standage, Treasurer Martin Tudor, Publications--------------------------------- The Cost?-----------------------------------

£23.00 at Novacon 24 £25.00 until Faster 1995 Rising Thereafter
Cheques, made payable to "Novacon 25" should be sent to:

Carol Morton, 14 Park Street, Lye, Stourbridge, West Midlands,D Y9 8SS.
Queries should be directed to Carol or Tony Morton on 0384-825386 (before 9pm)------------------------------------FREE!------------------------------------ -

V Copy of the First Progress Report, Which Features Articles by All Four of Our Guests! 
Send a Stamped, Self-Addressed Envelope to the Above Address

-------------------------------------Please N ot e --------------------------------------
Hotel Booking Forms Are Already Available!


